The regular meeting of Macon Township was held on June 1, 2026 at 7:00p.m. with
Supervisor Dean Montrief presiding. Roll call: Dean Montrief: present; Julia Marshall:
present; Beth Delonghe: present; Joe Rine: present; Charley Downing: present. The Pledge
of Allegiance was said.

Important Dates:

Election Commission Meeting July 6, 2026 at 6:45p.m.
Township Board Meeting July 6, 2026 at 7p.m.
Planning Commission Meeting July 15, 2026 at 7p.m.
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Julia Marshall moved, seconded by Charley Downing to approve the ledger account
balances. Motion carried.

Julia Marshall moved, seconded by Joe Rine to pay all bills. Motion carried.
Old Business:

Tom Belanger donated $500 toward the Macon Cemetery Program

New Business:

Julia Marshall moved, seconded by Joe Rine to appr e following resolution: The house
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Good evening.

Mary Tommelein — resident of Tecumseh I am speaking tonight as a descendant regarding the
future of Lake Ridge Cemetery.

Earlier this year, descendants and residents presented a petition requesting that Macon Township
take action to address the long-standing ownership and maintenance issues surrounding Lake
Ridge Cemetery. In response, the Township's attorney sent a certified letter indicating that a
legal process exists to resolve this matter. However, the letter did not identify what that process
is, nor did it provide any steps the Township or descendants could follow to move toward a
resolution.

Rather than simply accepting that answer, we have spent the last several months researching the
1ssue.

Descendants have once again contacted the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory
Affairs, LARA, which advised us that a formal request for investigation may be submitted. This
was completed in late May. Several descendants also met with Senator Jeff Irwin's office to
better understand the applicable laws and available remedies. Senator Irwin's staff indicated they
would be willing to contact the Attorney General's Office if local efforts fail to produce a
resolution.

We were also encouraged to contact the Veterans Affairs agency because Lake Ridge Cemetery
1s the final resting place of nine veterans, including five Civil War veterans and three World War
[T veterans. This cemetery is not only a burial ground for our families it is an important part of
Macon Township's history.

Through our research, we also learned that state law provides a process whereby ten residents
may petition for a cemetery to be vacated. If that occurred, the Township could ultimately
become responsible for the expense of relocating remains to another cemetery. I do not believe
anyone in this room wants to see that happen.

In addition, the Quiet Title process has been discussed and documentation regarding that option
has been provided to the Township. Given that the cemetery association has not functioned for
generations, no known claimants have come forward, and many historical records may have been
lost when township records were damaged during the move from the former township hall on
Welch Road, this appears to be a practical avenue worth exploring. I assume similar legal
processes were followed when Macon Township assumed responsibility for Osborn and Macon
Cemeteries.

Tonight, we are not here simply to identify problems. We are asking once again for dialog and a
partnership.

Would the Township Board consider forming a committee consisting of township
representatives, descendants, residents, and other interested stakeholders to explore available
legal options and develop a path forward? We believe a collaborative effort could identify a



practical solution that honors those buried there, preserves an important piece of township
history, and provides clarity for future generations.

We are committed to working with the Township in good faith.

"We are looking for progress, not conflict,” can also be very effective if the atmosphere becomes
tense during the meeting.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



